
Five top tips

1. Record-keeping and Soil
Management

'Keeping on top of paperwork and
good record keeping will go a long
way to helping meet cross compliance

requirements, securing your full Single
Payment.  It also makes good business
sense,' advises Mr Leake. 'Firstly, you
should make sure you have readily
available the Cross Compliance
Guidance for Soil Management 2006
edition. This is your first requirement
under GAEC 1 and the likely starting
point of an inspection. Make sure you
have the booklet to hand and that it's
the 2006 edition - last year's won't be
good enough,' adds Mr Leake. Copies
of the booklet can be downloaded
from Defra's website or a further
hardcopy requested.
www.defra.gov.uk/farm/capreform/pu
bs/pdf/XCSoilGuidance2006.pdf

2. Complete the Soil Protection
Review template

Reflecting the greater emphasis on
good soil management and protection
farmers also need to complete their
Soil Protection Review template by 1
September 2006, even if they are
intending to enter the Soil
Management Plan as part of an Entry
Level Scheme application. Copies of

the quantity, type and timing of
fertiliser and livestock manure that has
been applied, not forgetting to
include the nutrient values of any
manure. For crops such as milling
wheat where you may be applying
levels of nitrogen above standard
RB209 application rates you should
keep more information including
variety, target yield, previous milling
wheat yield and quality and evidence
that a contract is in place if
appropriate.

4. Margins

Under cross compliance fields cannot
be cultivated or fertilised within 2m
from the centre of hedgerows or
watercourses and 1m in either
direction from the top of the bank of a
watercourse. As Mr Leake explains,

'field margins can be seen and
measured by inspectors so it makes
sense to ensure they are the

correct width around each field. Using
a perennial grass seed mix rather than
relying on natural regeneration will
help keep on top of problem annual
weeds such as cleavers, blackgrass
and brome.' 

As the recipient of the Single Payment it
is the claimant's responsibility to ensure
that cross compliance conditions are
fully met.  So it is doubly important to
make sure that contractors, tenants or
farm workers are aware of the rules
when undertaking field operations and
do not contravene any of the
requirements. 

5. Help is available

A number of advisory events, including
workshops and farm walks are being
organised by Momenta who are

leading the Cross Compliance advice
programme for Defra. These events will
help farmers understand cross
compliance requirements. A list of
some of the farm walks is listed over the
page and more information about
these, as well as some of the most
frequently asked questions, can be
found at: www.crosscompliance.org.uk.

To register for an event or to speak to
someone about your cross compliance
query contact the helpline on: 
0845 345 1302.

the template have been sent to
farmers earlier in the year but do
contact Defra if you haven't received
a copy. 'Although initially it looks
daunting the Soil Protection Review is
actually straightforward to complete.
It's not about creating more paperwork
but is intended to help you manage
your soil more profitably.  It is well worth
completing before the September
deadline,' explains Mr Leake.
www.defra.gov.uk/farm/capreform/pu
bs/pdf/XCSoilGuidance2006.pdf

Keep the completed SPR template on
the farm. Don't submit to the RPA, as it
will be asked for during any inspection
after 1 September 2006.

3. Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZ)
record keeping

Nitrogen applications within NVZs are
also an area of potential non-
compliance. As Mr Leake explains,

'even though farmers may be applying
nutrients in the right quantity at the
right time, there needs to good record
keeping. Records are also needed for
assurance schemes as well as cross
compliance so it's doubly important.'
Fertiliser and manure applications
should be based on a recognised
fertiliser recommendation system such
as RB209 or PLANET, or follow the
written guidance of a FACTS qualified
adviser. Ensure you have a record of

Many people are becoming increasingly concerned that
they may, even unintentionally, be non-compliant on
various issues. With this in mind Alastair Leake, adviser for
the Momenta consortium, has come up with five top tips
to ease your concerns.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

Q. Can I put pheasant release pens up on
GAEC 12 land (land not in agricultural
production)?
A If pheasants are being reared for shooting
the pens can be left in place for up to 28
days without the area covered by the pens
being deducted from the claimed area. If
pheasants are being reared for meat
production rather than sport (slaughtered in a
controlled environment and not released in to
the wild) there is no restriction on the period
of time that the pens remain in place as it is
regarded as an agricultural activity.

Q. Can I leave dredgings from ditch or river
clearing on the banks?
A. Dredgings can be left near a ditch or
watercourse, but make sure they are not
applied within 2 metres of the centre of a
hedgerow or within 1 metre of the top of the
bank of a watercourse. Please also be aware
of the new agricultural waste regulations
coming into effect on May 15th. You will have
a further 12 months to register a range of
(free) waste exemptions with the Environment
Agency, including two that deal with
dredgings.

Q. How do I stop weeds shorting electric
fences now that 2m margins are required to
comply with GAEC 14 (margins)?
A. Spraying under permanently located
electric fences within 2m margins to prevent
weeds earthing the system was an area of
confusion last year. Farmers can spot spray for
specific weed problems but cannot go
around the whole field spraying under the
fence if it is in the 2m margin. You can cut or
strim or do a controlled burn as some organic
farmers do, but if you have specific problems
that poses animal welfare issues, contact the
RPA with full reasons why you think you should
have a temporary derogation. Alternatively,
move fences where practicable so they are
not in the 2m zones - then you can spray
under them across the whole field.

STOP PRESS

Online training tool for the Soil Protection
Review now available.

A new web-based training module has been
launched to help farmers meet their cross
compliance obligations and provide
supporting guidance to completing their SPR.
The training module's question and answer
format explains the rationale behind the SPR,
provides training on soil identification,
identifies appropriate soil management
practices and ensures users understand what
is required. Farmers should then find
completing their own SPR documentation
more straightforward. The tool is available at

www.crosscompliance.org.uk/sprtraining.
Please remember to keep your SPR on farm -
do not send it to the RPA.

Farm Walks - Spring/Summer 2006
Farm walks are being organised across England to provide an overview and update on
Cross Compliance issues including the new SMRs, the mandatory Soil protection Review
and to demonstrate the practical elements of cross compliance. All farm walks will provide
ample opportunity for Q&A. It is not possible to list all farm walks here.  For the most up to
date information visit

www.crosscompliance.org.uk/events  

To book contact the Helpline on 0845 345 1302

19/05/2006 Somerset
Manor Farm, Hambridge

22/05/2006 South Yorkshire
Hill Farm, Brodsworth, Doncaster

23/05/2006 Norfolk
Lound Farm, Hickling, Norwich

24/05/2006 Cornwall
Glebe Farm, St Enoder, Summercourt,
Bodmin

24/05/2006 North Yorkshire
Stockbridge Technology Centre Ltd,
Cawood, Selby

30/05/2006 Cambridgeshire
Home Farm. Babraham, Cambridge 

30/05/2006 Wiltshire
Vancelettes Farm, Sherston, Nr. Malmesbury

01/06/2006 Essex
The Lodge, Great Bentley, Cochester, Essex

06/06/2006 Norfolk
Hall Farm, Wortham, Diss

06/06/2006 North Yorkshire
Crathorne farms, Crathorne, North Yorkshire

08/06/2006 Cambridgeshire
Flegcroft Farm, Whittlesey, Peterborough

08/06/2006 North Humberside
Dowthorpe Hall, Skirlaugh, Hull 

08/06/2006 Northumberland
North Belis Hill, Belford, Northumberland

08/06/2006 Shropshire
Churncote Farm, Bicton Heath, Shrewsbury

12/06/2006 Durham
Houghall College, Houghall

13/06/2006 Suffolk
Manor Farm, Battisford, Stowmarket

13/06/2006 Wiltshire
Netherhampton Manor Farm,
Netherhampton, Salisbury

14/06/2006 North Yorkshire
Roundgreen Farm,  Worsbrough, Barnsley

14/06/2006 Staffordshire
Park House Farm, Corsall, Wetley Rocks,
Stoke on Trent

16/06/2006 Hertfordshire
Westmill Farm, Ware

19/06/06 Northumberland
Cocklepark Farm, Nr Hebron, Morpeth

20/06/2006 Northamptonshire
Park Farm, Spratton Road, Brixworth

20/06/2006 Suffolk
Knights Farm, Harkstead, Ipswich

21/06/2006 Essex
Nether Hall, Moreton, Ongar

22/06/2006 Dorset
Nether Cerne, Dorchester

22/06/2006 Norfolk
Stody Estate, Holt

21/06/2006 East Yorkshire
Beswick Hall, Beswick, Driffield

23/06/2006 Cambridgeshire
Midloe Grange, Southoe, St Neots

26/06/2006 Suffolk
Stanaway Farm, Otley, Ipswich

27/06/2006 York
Fridlington Farms Ltd, 
Sutton-on-the-Forest, York

28/06/2006 Lincolnshire
Old Hall Farm, Roxholme, Sleaford

28/06/2006 North Yorkshire
Wellburn Manor Farms, Kirbymoorside

28/06/2006 Somerset
Manor Farm, Hambridge

29/06/2006 North Lincolnshire
Prospect Farm, Melton Ross, 
Barnetby-le-wold

29/06/2006 North Yorkshire
ADAS High Mowthorpe, Duggleby, Malton

04/07/2006 Lincolnshire
Ashgrove Farm, North Willingham, 
Market Rasen

05/07/06 Northumberland
Nafferton Farm, Stocksfield

05/07/2006 North Yorkshire
Bolton Park Farm, Bolton Abbey, Skipton

06/07/2006 Nottinghamshire
Manor Farm, Gamston, Retford

11/07/2006 Leicestershire
Oadby Lodge Farm, Stoughton

11/07/2006 Nottinghamshire
Oxton Estate, Grange Farm, Oxton,
Southwell

13/07/2006 Derbyshire
Flagg Hall, Flagg, Buxton

17/07/06 County Durham
Greenwell Fm, Tow Law, Bishop Auckland

18/07/2006 Derbyshire
Lane End Farm, Weston Underwood,
Ashbourne

18/07/2006 North Yorkshire
Agglethorpe Hall, Agglethorpe, Leyburn

01/08/2006 North Yorkshire
Plum Tree Farm, Glaisdale, Whitby

01/08/2006 West Yorkshire
Beeston Hall Farm, Ripponden, Halifax 

08/08/2006 North Yorkshire
Braida Garth, Westhouse, Carnforth

22/08/2006 North Yorkshire
Intake Farm Embasy, Skipton


