
Consider this real life
example.

In 2005 a farmer who had
historically cropped a field
on the side of a hill decided
to go into a new equine
venture. The field was
ploughed up in the autumn
in preparation for the
planting of a new ley.

Ploughing conditions were perfect; no
rain was anticipated, or forthcoming,
and the field turned over well.  It was
then left rough for the entire remains of
the autumn and winter 2005 (GAEC 2).

At the beginning of May 2006
cultivations were undertaken to
establish a good seedbed.  Drilling
was then carried out within the
appropriate 10 day period (GAEC 2).  

It then rained.  In the first three days
there was relatively little rain, a
maximum of 8mm.  The fourth day
was different.  19mm fell in a 2 hour
period.  

The soil washed off, taking most of the
field and the newly planted seed
straight down the hill and into the
road.  The situation was so bad that
diggers were needed to unblock the
road for traffic to pass.  

The farmer had acted in accordance
with all the required legislation and
there is nothing he could have done
to anticipate this unfortunate event.
However, the impacts of this type of
activity for both farmer and
environment were substantial.  

the farm from 1st January 2007.  Don't
send it to the RPA thought, the SPR
should be kept on farm."  

However, as he stresses, "the person to
complete the review is the one with
the entitlement; not necessarily the
person who is farming the land.  It is
the Single Payment claimant's
responsibility to ensure that the review
is followed and revised at least on an
annual basis."

Dr Leake has come across other
problems too.  "We're finding that
some people are not completing their
SPR thinking that if they've completed
their Soil Management Plan for ELS
they don't need to do this one too.
This isn't the case.  The two
approaches are different but it is only
the SPR that is mandatory for cross
compliance".

The potential range of soil issues that
can affect a farm are, of course,
numerous but when it comes to re-
examining your SPR in the future
(which you have to do on at least an
annual basis) this doesn't mean
you've done something wrong if
you're got no changes to make to it.
As Dr Leake explains, "If you've had
no problems and there are no
significant changes on the farm you
can just sign the review and continue
with the same template in the
following year.  If there have been, or
you anticipate there may be soils
problems, you must consider these
issues and select management
options to address them in the
forthcoming year."

However, as he continues, "many
farmers are concerned about what
happens if they follow their SPR plan
but still experience soil problems.  A
breach of cross compliance will not
occur if the SPR is complete and there
is a note in your review detailing any
existing or potential problem/s.  In
light of these, you'll need to show that
you will select and employ
appropriate management options to
tackle these the following year."   

"It is generally accepted that some
issues may not be resolved in just one
year, and may require you to employ
the same management options year
on year before you see the
improvements.  As long as you can
continue to demonstrate awareness
of the issue, a willingness to tackle it
through effective management
practices, and conduct a revision of

However, if the situation occurred this
year, even though it could not have
been foreseen, the Soil Protection
Review (SPR) would have to be in
place (deadline 1st September 2006)
and have been implemented into
farming practices by 1st January
2007.  By completing this review the
farmer should have recognised this
situation as a potential soils issue on
his farm and chosen agricultural
practices appropriate to manage
these risks. 

In light of an event such as this one,
as part of his SPR the farmer should
detail how he might solve problems
such as these and on reflection
reconsider his plan to ensure that the
management undertaken was
appropriate.  If necessary he should
select an alternative to reduce the
chance of a recurrence in the future.
This is especially important as if an RPA
inspector identifies specific problems
on a farm a specialist inspector may
be called in to examine the SPR in
more detail.  

And the moral of the story?  Your SPR
should already be fully completed
and must be implemented by 1st
January 2007.

Dr Alastair Leake, cross compliance
adviser, summarises some of the most
common questions relating to soils
and particularly the SPR.

"Of most immediate concern to all
farmers at the moment is the SPR.
Any claimant of the Single Payment
must have completed this simple risk-
based farm management plan for all
parts of the land claimed or within
their holding by the 1st September
2006.  It needs to be implemented on
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The new EIA (Agriculture) Regulations
2006 will only be partially subject to
cross compliance. The revised rules on
the use of uncultivated land and semi-
natural areas for intensive agricultural
purposes will form the basis for GAEC
5. However, the rules on the
restructuring of rural land holdings will
not be subject to Cross Compliance.

Details of the new regulations will be
available online shortly. Information
will also be made available through
the farming press.

A FINAL REMINDER
Your Soil Protection Review should
have been completed by 1st
September 2006.  It applies to all
types of farms, soils and activities
except common land (except if you
are the sole occupier) and you MUST
have it to hand if you have an
inspection.  The actions you have
written down will need to be
implemented by the 1st January 2007.

FARM WALKS
Some regions have more cross
compliance farm walks organised for
the autumn. Please check the web-
site, www.crosscompliance.org.uk
for the latest list of events.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS:
As we all know, the arrival of autumn
brings with it preparation for all types of
different activities on the land.  Here are
a few of the most common questions to
the Cross Compliance helpline relating to
topics at this time of year.

Q - Can I continue with work digging
out surface drainage ditches on
heavy land with heavy plant? 
A. - Page 17 of the Cross Compliance
Handbook for England covers advice on
this topic and highlights the fact that
mechanical operations on waterlogged
soil are permissible where those
operations are necessary to improve
drainage.  However, it should be
included in your SPR, ideally with photos
showing why the work was necessary
and any other impacts of the work must
be consistent with the regulations of cross
compliance.  By making a note of the
activity in your SPR and that compaction
is likely to be a problem you should state
how you are intending to try and
minimise soil damage and solve
problems that may arise.

Q - What does wild bird cover used
for commercial shooting classify as
for cross compliance purposes?

A. - Eligible land sown with wild bird cover
would be considered to be eligible land in
agricultural production. You would be
required to comply with the requirements
for land in agricultural production. Defra
have issued guidance on the occasional
non- agricultural use of land during the 10
month qualifying period.

Shooting of game is permitted without
restriction (but restrictions apply to clay
and other shoots). However, where
entitlements to SPS are established, you
must ensure that all the requirements for
cross compliance are met, throughout the
12 month period, on all the agricultural
land of the holding.

Q. Does poaching in gateways,
around feeders or along a route well
travelled by livestock (e.g. dairy
cattle making their way to and from
milking) constitute overgrazing
damage? 
A. Supplementary feeding controls apply
to natural and semi-natural vegetation on
all types of farm and require that: 'the
feed must be provided in such a way that
the vegetation is not adversely affected
through trampling or poaching by animals
or rutted by vehicles used to transport
feed' (GAEC 9).  Other than this, gateways
etc. are not included (GAEC 3).  However,
farmers will need to assess the risk of
damage to soils from current practices as
part of their SPR (GAEC 1).

measures taken on an annual basis,
you will not be penalised."

Don't forget you can seek advice 
on these issues at any time through
the Cross Compliance helpline and
web-site,

0845 345 1302 or
www.crosscompliance.org.uk

CULTIVATING YOUR 2
METRE MARGINS
Cutting or the spot-application of
herbicide is permitted to control
GAEC 11 weeds (e.g. ragwort, thistles
and dock) but if your 2 metre margins
were over-run with other weeds this
year (e.g.cleavers, blackgrass, sterile
brome or wild oats) it is still possible to
send a written application to the RPA
for a derogation.  Even if you had the
opportunity to establish such a margin
in 2005 and failed to do so you may
still be able to cultivate and re-plant
them. Make sure you have sufficient
supporting material with the letter,
such as advice from an agronomist (or
similar), detailing the extent of the
problem and your planned solution -
photos are helpful too. If you have
any doubts take advice from the
helpline or the RPA. 

Dr Alastair Leake of the Game
Conservancy Trust suggests tussocky
perennial grass mixes including such
plants as cocksfoot are ideal for your
margins.  "There are two good reasons
for this", he explains, "firstly, it's cheap
and secondly, it grows well!  Try to
avoid any mixes with rye grass in. These
have no real environmental benefit
and are often more expensive too."

CUTTING YOUR HEDGES?
Remember - you can cut your hedges
from 1st August until 1st March.  Please
think about planning it in now to
minimise disturbance to wildlife for
both food and nesting.

Late winter trimming (January or
February) on a 2-year rotation is ideal,
as is autumn/winter trimming on a 3-
year rotation.  This is because flower
buds form on the previous seasons
growth so annual cutting will remove
the vast majority of the flowering sites
and reduce berry production. Even
trimming in the autumn of every
second year will remove the berry
crop before it can be used by wildlife.

Hedge shape is not as important for
wildlife as width (the wider, the better)
and height (a variety in keeping with
the landscape character is ideal).
Allowing them to increase in height in
wooded landscapes can be
particularly beneficial as they act as
corridors for wildlife and can prevent

barn owls from flying into the paths of
oncoming vehicles.   Be careful in
open farmland areas though, some
nesting birds, such as lapwings, will
avoid nesting near tall field
boundaries.

With thanks to the RSPB for their
conservation advice.

NEW ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT ASSESSMENT
REGULATIONS (EIA)
From October 10th 2006 the
Environmental Impact Assessment
(Uncultivated Land and Semi-natural
Areas) (England) Regulations 2001 will
no longer apply under GAEC 5 and
new regulations will come into force.

These regulations will:
• replace the existing rules which

protect uncultivated and semi-
natural land from damage caused
by intensification of farming
activities with new, more
streamlined rules

• introduce new EU-based rules which
guard against environmental
damage caused by large-scale
restructuring of rural land (e.g. major
addition or removal of field
boundaries) 


